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LETTEKS FROM HON. HENKY LAUEENS TO HIS 
SON JOHN, 1773-1776. 

[^Continued from the Oetoher number.'] 

[8.] 

Addressed: A Monsieur 

MonsT Jeaa Laurens 
a 
Geneve — 

Postmarked . Dangleterre 



Westminster 11th March 1774. 
My JJear Son — 

I intreat your reference & attention to my 
last Letter dated tlie 8**1 Inst since which I liave received 
none from you — 

Yours ot the 6^' September last which gave an Account of 
MonsV Bonnet's first opology for his Conduct in the Exchange 
affair, came to hand three days ago, it had been laying in a 
Country Post Office upwards of five Months — 
I attended at the House of Commons to day in hopes of 
admission to hear the American papers read & observations 
on them, but a very Numerous Company of us & some 
among us Eminent persons were turned back, our New 
Governor Lord William Campbel was one — this resolution of 
the Speaker gave us American out of Door folks much 
umijrage — it was a step unknown to the Members for I had 
the honour ot no less than three of them ready to introduce 
me — What proceedings can the Ministry have in view which 
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are improper for a public Audience ? You will see on the 
other side a Copy of tlie King's Message to the Commons 
— the Address MY Garth tells me is equally strong — the King 
has adopted a plan, the Ministry will endeavour to obtain 
the Sanction of Parliament for carrying it into Execution — 
there will be an opposition in both Houses, & strong Peti- 
tions from the City of London; & from the Merchants, & 
perhaps from Bristol & other Cities — [** ] as well as 

from the intricacy, of the dispute & [® ] -ving 

the whole Nation in Confusion — some sensible Men 
[S ] that the present bustle will produce no 

alteration in the Sy [^ ] ment unfavorable to 

the American Colonies — others, w [^ ] to 

know the designs of the Cabinet, assure me that such 
[** ] -tended as will Insure the most absolute 

Submission on the part of the Americans to parliamentary 
Authority, or provoke them to repel force by force — for my 
own part, 1 am morally certain, that the New England JVlen 
who are to be first attempted will not tamely receive the 
Yoke — Blood will be shed, & Conquer who will, the Annals 

of Britain will be stained by disgraceful Memorandums 

If Conquest happens to be on tiiis side it will l)e but tempo- 
rary & short Lived — My foresight presents a melancholy 
prospect throughout America perhaps within ten Days I may 
inform you of my determination to return to it immediately — 
We may live happily upon our own Land but we must think 
of Living entirely within ourselves, we shall have no means, 
or but very scanty means for remitting Money to Great 
Britain this is a Gloomy account, but we are bound as Men 
<& philosophers to bear the Changes of Times with fortitude 
— what says My Son on this occasion to his affectionate 

Father Henry Laurens. 

My Love to all the Boys — 

The following is his Majesty's message, which was presented 

*! A small piece of the right edge of the sheet has been torn off 
leaving a break about an inch long at the end of each of six lines. 
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to the House of Commons last Monday by Lord Noi'th, 
signed by his Majesty. 

"His Majesty upon information of the unwarrantable prac- 
tices which have been lately concerted and carried on in 
North America, and particularly of the violent and outrag- 
eous proceedings at the town and port of Boston, in the 
province of Massachusetts Bay, with a view of obstructing 
the commerce of this Kingdom, and upcn grounds and 
pretences immediately subversive of the constitution thereof, 
has thought fit to lay the whole matter before his two Houses 
of Parliament, fully confiding as well in their zeal for the 
maintenance of his Majesty's authority, as in their attach- 
ment to the common interest and '"^olfare of all his dominions, 
that they will not only enable his Majesty effectually to take 
such measuies as may be most likely to put an immediate 
stop to the present disorders, but will also take into their 
most serious consideration what further regulations and 
permanent provisions may be necessary to be established, 
for better securing the execution of the laws, and the just 
dependance of the colonies upon the Crown and Parliament 
of Great Britain." 
P S. to the Annexed Letter — 

Part of the Minesterial plan is to demand from the American 
Assemblies, Magistrates tfec a Test acknowledging the 
Supremacy of the British parliament if this is refused — the 
power of Legislation is to be suspended & Government 
supported by Military force — Disappomtment & Ruin so 
strongly stares this scheme in the Face — one would think it 
impossible that Men in their senses can adopt it — ^yet nothing 
less than such a Test will secure the asserted Supremacy — 
there is no Medium now between Force absolute & returning 
tamely to the Ancient System of Governing America— 

Endorsed .- 11 ti^ March 1774 
Westminster. 
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Addressed .- A Monsieur 

MoiisY Jean Laurens 



par pans a 

Geneve 

Postmarked : Dangleterre 



Westminster 22"^ March 1774. 
My Dear Son — 

I refer to mj Letters of 8V^ & ll'^'^ Ins!^ which 
are unacknowledged — Yesterday yours of the 9^^ came to my 
hands with a further partial Account of your Expences — 

In answer to your expostulations, be assured I will 
not be angry with you for the past rapid progress through 
your Fund of Money, which was ample to have carried you 
to the Month of May in the Stile of a Gentleman — Yonr 
more than promise of future prudence & economy gives me 
hopes of your being alarmed hj what is past & your proposal 
of keeping strict & regular accounts will probably have the 
eifect which you seem to wish for. — Your Honour is at stake 
— Justice to your Brothers & Sisters require you to keep 
within reasonable bounds, & possiblj' my conveinence & 
peace of mind which will not be the last or least in your 
consideration may in some measure depend upon a discreet 
arrangement of your Expences. — I would not be misunder- 
stood as if I meant that you should now begin to be frugal at 
the time when you ought to be Liberal — I mean at taking 
leave of your friends — You should have husbanded your 
Stock for this event; however I can only say in general that 
I would wish you to behave like a Gentleman in making 
suitable returns for Civilities which you have received — do 
not leave a Character of meaimess — and extravagance is also 
to be avoided in a word, you know what ought to be done & 
how to do it, as well as any body, & if you will not give the 
necessary attention all advice will be unavailing. 
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I asked you some time, ago how yon stood with Mv Locke, 
but that & many other enquiries (review my Letters) have 
esca])ed you. — which added to your hurried & incorrect 
writing, are demonstrations of a distracted plan. — think My 
Dear Son reflect seriously on these things. 
I shall say more on Petrie & Smith when I have consulted 
M^ Motte on the latter. 

By all means Enter Harry with your Mon^'.Suberand 
he may be well grounded by two perhaps three Months close 
application. 

On Friday I shall be able to tell you more of the 
Minister's proceedings respecting America, at present the 
plan appears to me to be premature, impolitic, severe unjust, 

dangerous to render Boston wholly incapable as a port 

of Entry — is to incapacitate them absolutely, to pay their 
English Debts & therefore punishing the Innocent for the 
supposed Guilty, to turn 10, 000. Labouring Men & 90000 
Men generally in the Massachusetts province, out of Bread is 
to drive Ihem into a state of dangerous desparation, & will 
more than ever alarm all America — 

We are to meet on Thursday in order to consider of a 
proper application to parliament on these important subjects. 
The Ministers policy is to punish Boston as the Capital 
Offender, hoping thereby to terrify the other Colojiies into a 
Compliance with measures which nothing but power can 
support — such power cannot long exist in such a Contest. — 
present my Love to Harry & all tlie Young Gentlemen & 
receive the Counsel which 1 have administered as it is 
intended by Your faithful friend 

Your affectionate Father 

Henry Laurens, 

M^ John Laurens. 

Endorsed .- 22<^ March 1774 
Westmiinter. 
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[iO.j 
Addressed: A Monsieur 

Mons'' Jean Laurens 
a 



par pans 



Geneve 



Postmarked .• Uangleterre 



Westminster 2691 March 1774. 
My Dear Son — 

I wrote to you the 22? — to which 1 percieve 
it necessary to make some addition for this Evening's Mail — 
if I have the pleasure of receiving any thing from you in tlie 
mean time — a postscript shall make due acknowledgement — 
You understand me with respect to your future expenses 
until we have the happiness of meeting — adjust your 
Accot.finall} with Mousr Bonett — & see that he actually pays 
to you so many Geneve Livres, as the Amount of my Credit, 
set forth, or rather should have set forth, at the true 
course of Exchange when I adjusted the last Acco* with 
him, from which he may again make a considerable abate- 
ment by his Mode of Accounting in Louis D'ors — he that 
played the first trick will play the second if you leave the 
Acco^ wholly to him — 

You are to receive from him so many Livres of Geneve not 
Louis D'or be the Exchange for or against you — 
When the Fund is exhausted, draw upon me from time to 
time at the Current Course, & your Bills shall be rluly 
honoured — I can say nothing new to regulate or restrict the 
Amount of your draughts, my last Letter explains my mean- 
ing — You will forbear superfluous expence, such as is needful 
I shall cheerfully provide for — with respect to our friend 
Petrie, 1 would have nothing laid upon his mind or his 
finances, beyond the engagements of Mons^ Fontanes as 
specified in your favour of the D*!" Lessons in French Greek 
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& Latin Belles Lettres, Geogi'aphy & History except a close 
attention to Mathematics — & as constant attendance as he 
can give to the public Lectures on Elements of Geometry 
Dancing, Eiding, Drawing, & the Foil must be post- 
poned until we hear from your Uncle — & it would be misap- 
plying time & Money to send him to a writing Master. 
MT Motte will meet me before next post & communicate his 
sentiments more fully than we have yet heard, on a plan for 
Mv Smith — You speak of Master Manning just as his Papa 
& I, know of him, a continuance of your friendship will be 
very serviceable — & I hope he will be a Clever fellow in 
time — Ilis Father is a worthy Man — I am Interested in the 
happiness of the whole family — 

I am striving to accept your Invitation to the Glaciers since 
the Journey may be made in the beginning of July — but a 
constant attention to public Concerns, meaning such as relate 
generally to America & particularly to our own Country, has 
put me a little back in my afEairs & keeps me at present 
from Resolving upon any plan for the Summer Months — 
The Bill for removing the Commissioners of Customs from 
Boston, for discontinuing the Landing & Lading Goods, 
(which is in part shutting up the port & ruining the Town & 
adjacent Country ^) & for Levying a fine of £2C,000 — upon 
the said Town — has been twice Eead, Committed & passed 
with Amendments without a division — it is to be read a third 
time on Monday — Yesterday the Natives & Inhabitants of 
North America assembled & signed a petition to parliament, 
praying that the Bill may not pass into a Law'°^ — to Morrow 
there will be a larger Meeting of persons Interested generally 

9 That is practically what the tariff acts of the twenties, passed 
entirely for the benefit of Boston and "adjacent Country", did for 
Charleston — destroyed her commerce. 

10 There were thirty signers of this petition, sixti^en of whom were 
South Carolinians, as follows: Ealph Izard, William Hasell Gibbes, 
William Blake, Isaac Motte, Henry Laurens, Thomas Pinckney, Jacob 
Read, John F. Grimke, Philip Neyle, Edward Fenwicke, Sr., Edward 
Fenwicke, Jr., John Peronneau, William Middleton, Sr., William 
Middleton, Jr., Ralph Izard, Jr., William Heyward. 
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in America — a petition to the Lords — perhaps one to the King, 

will be proposed & great numbers will probably sign them 

what effect such applications will have cannot be precisely told, 
but it appears to me that the Measures which are adopted by 
Administration will be Carried through both Houses, receive 
the King's Assent & steps immediately taken for a due 
ICxecution — all beyond that is behind a Curtain through 
which my perception does not penetrate when I say the 
Bill passed a second Eeading without a division, do not mis- 
take that the House was Unanimous — there were many 
dissenters, but these either retired or remained silent, deter- 
mined to let the Minister who had secured his Majority go 
through his Scheme & abide the issue — 
The Right & expediency of Levying internal Taxes in the Col- 
onies by Acts of — their fellow subjects the people of England, 
will now be established or the (Jlaim laid dormant, perhaps 
removed for Ever. 

from jarring opinions on this subject have sprung all 
the discontents which we have heard of in America since 
1764. 

When the Stamp Act was passed the Colonies were 
alarmed & opposed it — upon the Repeal of that Law every 
province was c,uiet & thankful — The Declaratory Act of the 
Eight of Great Britain to bind the Colonies in all Cases 
whatsoever which was passed immediately after the Repeal of 
the Stamp Act — was esteemed the last feeble struggle of the 
Grenvilian party — unhappily however, upon that foundation, 
the Act for raising a Revenue in America by Duties on Tea, 
paper, paint ifec" was passed & from that period the peace of 
America was again lost. 

If the Right of Taxation was Inherent in our fellow subjects 
in this Island, why had it not been asserted in preceeding 
Ages ? why was the Stamp Act Rej)ealed upon declared 
contrary principals ? — Where was the necessity, the Wisdom 
& policy of the people — in passing an Act, by themselves. 
Confirming their own, Inherent Rights — be that as it may, 

3 
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that short Act of parliament, will now make a good platform 
for the Invincible Eeasouing from the Mouths of four & 
twenty pounders. — the same Logic demonstrated our Right 
to Cut Logwood in the Bay of Honduras — The London City 
Patriots who had for several Years furnished speculation for 
all the OoflEee Houses in Europe — by the management of the 
present parliament are humbled & turned among the Com- 
mon herd — 

The East India Company, by the same parliament, is 
put into the hands of the King's Ministers — if Lord Nortli 
succeeds in his present attempts by power of parliament, to 
surmount those difficulties in American affairs, which had 
foiled his predecessors — his Ambition will be inflamed & 
require new subjects — Ambition is assuredly the hidden 
Spring of his proceedings — God enable us by proper means 
to give liim a timely Check — Indeed his success can be but 
partial, he may possibly fix the Eadge of Slavery, upon the 
Sea Coast, but this will hasten the beginning of Indepen- 
dence out of the Reach of Fleets & British Troops — an Inde- 
pendence which miglit by Wisdom be protracted to distant 
Ages — 

Viscount Pitt is going to Quebec & Lord Percy to E. Florida 
but I have no suspicion, that either of them will be 
Crowned. — 

I shall from time to time Communicate what further occurs 
in our affairs — but do not pass your time in political debates 
or too much of it in such Conversation — attend to the busi- 
ness which is more properly before you — 
Here T broke off when I went, to Dinner, I now find your 
Letter to your Brother James & one to me from Harry — 
another from Master Petrie — I shall write to him soon & 
send the Book which he writes for by the first opportunity. 

The "Wind has been Easterly for several days past & 
kept out all Intelligence from America — many Ships are due 
from Carolina — We have not yet heard the fate of the Tea 
Ship which was designed for New York — 
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Soon after I next hear from Carolina I shall determine on 
some plan for your return — & if all Circumstances conspire 
in our favour I will accompany you to the Glaciers — 
Kemember me with Cordiality to all the Carolina Boys tell 
Harry, I am grieved to hear that he is such a Coward on 
Horseback — My Respects to Mons^ & Madame Chauvet 
Mons]; Fontanes &c° &c° — that God may direct you in all 
your ways is the continued prayer of 

Your affectionate Father 

Henry Laurens 
M'" John Laurens 

Endorsed: 25* March 
1774. 
Westminster. 

[To he continued in the next number of this Magazine.^ 



